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From General Grant to General Butler
Cm POINT, Aug   16, 1864, 10.20 A.M.
OUR troops are now near White's tavern. You will perceive from the map this is between the enemy at New Market & Richmond. They still, however, have the road clear to Chapin's farm. If one thousand (1000) of your men at Dutch Gap could be sent under arms & threaten an advance, it might have the effect to start the enemy on the retreat. In making such demonstration, troops would have to start bearing down the river to avoid the batteries near Cox's House.
U. S. GRANT, Lt. Gen.
From General Butler
TELEGRAM.   11.15 A.M., August I6tht 1864
Lt. Genl. GRANT, CITY POINT
YOUR despatch received. I have directed the available force, which will amount to about twelve hundred (1200) men, at Dutch Gap to make the demonstration you suggest. We shall move in that direction with considerable vigor. The only doubt I have is whether the enemy's iron-clads may be able to sweep the plain in front of Dutch Gap. I have ordered Colonel Wooster, Comd'g at Deep Bottom, also to make an advance up the Kingsland road towards its junction with three (3) mile Creek as a feint, at the time we open at Dutch Gap. BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Genl. Comd'g.
From General Butler
Ed. Qrs,f Aug. 16th, 1864, 12.05 P.M.
Brig. Gen. TURNER, Comd'g. line of Defences
THIS afternoon we propose to make a little movement from Deep Bottom and Dutch Gap, so that when you hear the row, you will know what it all means. Will you please see that the batteries at the Curtis House and at Crow's Nest be ready to open on the iron-clads if they open on the Howlett House... [Remainder of despatch unintelligible"].
B. F. BUTLER, Maj. Genl. Comd'g.